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lo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weobley  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949,  which  has 
been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

The  housing  survey  has  been  extended  during  the  course  of  the  year  and 
altogether  nearly  one-third  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  now  been  classified. 
This  classification  shows  that  nearly  a  quarter  of  the  houses  are  in  a  state  requir¬ 
ing  demolition  and  replacement,  a  figure  which  gives  evidence  of  the  needs  of 
the  future.  Further,  a  true  assessment  of  the  housing  position  must  take  into 
account  the  houses  which,  though  structurally  sound,  are  found  to  be  grossly 
overcrowded.  Fourteen  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  care  of  old  persons  is  a  problem  which  will  claim  more  and  more  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  forthcoming  years.  At  present  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  one  person 
over  sixty-five  for  every  six  persons  of  working  age,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  proportion  will  increase  to  one  in  four  or  even  one  in  three  in  the  next 
quarter  of  a  century.  District  Councils  undertake  the  housing  of  old  persons  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  this  problem  will  present  many  problems  in  the  future. 

The  prevention,  treatment,  and  care  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
is  at  present  under  the  control  of  three  separate  bodies:  District  Councils,  Regional 
Hospital  Boards,  and  County  Councils  respectively.  Better  unification  of  control 
is  required  in  order  to  combat  this  serious  infection. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co¬ 
operation  1  have  received  from  Mr.  T.  S.  Watts,  your  Sanitary  Surveyor. 

M.  J.  PLEYDELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. — STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres) 

Population  (civilian) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  the  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


49.727 
6.491 
1.808 
£17.902 
£76  10  4 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR: 


Total  Male 

Female 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

•  •  • 

127 

74 

53 

(Illegitimate) 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

3 

Total 

•  •  • 

134 

78 

56 

Still  Births  (Legitimate) 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

(Illegitimate 

... 

1 

1 

— 

Deaths  ...  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

84 

48 

36 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

OF 

Age  (Legitimate) 

... 

4 

2 

2 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES,  1949 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident 

population) 

20.6 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16.7 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population) 

0.46 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.39 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population) 

12.9 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  live  births) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29.9 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

••• 

32.0 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR 

THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Hereford,  which  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council. 

Clinics 

1  here  are  no  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district: 

Child  Welfare  Centre:  At  Weobley,  on  the  first  Monday  in  each  month,  at 
2.30  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases:  At  the  County  Council  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays 
and  hridays. 

The  schemes  also  provide  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Paediatric, 
Ear,  Nose  and  1  hroat,  and  Eye  Clinics.  Children  are  referred  to  these  Clinics  as 
and  when  required,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Medical  or  Infant 
Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Watts  for  the  following  statement  (Section  C  to  E) 
furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

(I)  WEOBLEY  VILLAGE.  The  Village  is  supplied  with  mains  water  from 
the  Reservoir  at  The  Hurst,  Dilwyn.  No  shortages  occurred  during  the  year 
although  consumption  has  increased  slightly. 

I  he  supply  is  chlorinated  at  the  rate  of  0.35  parts  per  million  of  free  chlorine. 
Samples  taken  of  the  supply  before  chlorination  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Samples  taken  alter  chlorination  were  satisfactory.  The  rate  of  chlorination  has 
been  increased  from  0.3  to  0.35  parts  per  million.  The  increase  was  found  to  be 
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necessary  tallowing  an  unsatisfactory  report  on  a  sample  from  the  supply  chlorin¬ 
ated  at  0.3  parts  per  million. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  ...  ...  ...  107 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  Stand  Pipes  ...  ...  23 

Population  supplied  (approx.)  ...  ...  ...  320 

(2)  PARISH  SUPPLIES.  Parish  wells  exist  at  Almeley,  Blakemere  and 
Preston-on- Wye.  Stand  Pipes  are  provided  at  Staunton-on-Wye  and  land  springs 
form  a  supply  at  Almeley  and  Kings  Pyon.  The  supply  at  Kings  Pyon  is  of  good 
quality  and  tests  over  a  period  show  a  minimum  of  300  gallons  per  hour. 

(3)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Mansel  Lacy.  This  Parish  is  supplied  by  mains  water  from  a  puri¬ 
fication  plant  at  Byford,  now  under  the  control  of  the  Hereford  City  Corporation 
acting  as  agents  for  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  supply  is  pumped  from  Byford, 
after  being  drawn  from  the  River  Wye  and  purified  with  sterilizing  agents  and 
pressure  filters.  The  reservoir  is  sited  at  Foxley  and  is  160,000  gallons  capacity. 

(b)  Piped  supplies  exist  in  the  Parishes  of  Byford,  Eardisland,  Mansel 
Carnage  (stand  pipe),  Preston-on-Wye,  Canon  Pyon,  Brinsop  and  Staunton-on-Wye. 

(4)  SAMPLING.  RAW  WATER  SUPPLY 


Satis¬ 

Unsatis¬ 

No. 

factory 

factory 

(a)  Bacteriological  examination 

26 

12 

14  ' 

Chemical  examination 

CHLORINATED  SUPPLY 

3 

I 

2 

(b)  Bacteriological  examination 

(c)  New  wells  sunk 

Wells  cleansed 

13 

7 

4 

12 

1 

(d)  Where  upon  examination,  wells  have  been  found  polluted,  the 
owners  have  been  notified  and  instructed  in  the  methods  to  be 
followed  to  protect  against  pollution. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

A  Public  Sewer  and  outfall  works  is  provided  in  the  Village  of  Weobley. 
The  sewers  are  in  good  condition  and  are  inspected  regularly. 

The  outfall  works,  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Village  are  old  and  its 
function  is  only  to  retain  solids.  The  effluent  discharges  into  a  brook  near  the 
works  and  the  Council  by  arrangement  with  the  Lugg  Drainage  Board  has  the 
stream  cleared  when  necessary. 

The  works  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  for  dealing  with  the  existing 
How  of  sewage. 

A  Public  Sewer  is  provided  at  Dilwyn  which  discharges,  unpurified,  into 
a  ditch.  No  complaints  were  made  during  the  year  but  future  development  may 
make  a  new  system  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  necessary. 


Number  of  drain  tests 
Number  of  new  drains  laid 
Number  of  septic  tanks  built 

Number  of  new  connections  to  sewer  ...  ...  Nil 


CONVERSIONS 

Pits  to  Pails  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pits  and  Pails  to  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  pollution  was  reported  during  the  year.  The  Lugg  Drainage  Board  tar 
ried  out  cleansing  of  the  Brook  near  the  sewage  works  (see  Drainage  and  Sewer 
age),  the  cost  thereof  being  borne  by  the  Council. 

4 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Collections  of  incombustible  refuse  are  carried  out  over  the  whole  of  this 
District.  Collections  are  made  every  six  weeks  in  Weobley,  Dilwyn  and  Eardis- 
land,  and  every  three  months  in  the  year  over  the  remainder  of  the  District.  A 
fortnightly  collection  is  carried  out  at  Foxley  Camp  which,  at  present,  houses  177 
Polish  Families.  Collections  are  carried  out  by  contract. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  tipping  into  disused  clay  or  sand  pits 
privately  owned. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

By  arrangement  with  the  Rodent  Control  Department  of  the  Herefordshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  Council  property  including  sewers  and  Refuse 
tips,  are  periodically  baited.  Results  of  baiting  on  the  sewers  has  been  negative, 
a  very  satisfactory  result.  The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  co-operates  with  the 
County  Rodent  Officer  whenever  reports  of  infestation  are  made. 

DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  formalin  gas  and/or  spraying  with  liquid 
formalehyde. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  during  the  year  was  five. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

fable  showing  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year: 


Inspections  under 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Housing 

320 

19 

_ 

_ 

Housing  Regulations 

275 

— 

— 

— 

factories 

50 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

181 

13 

— 

13 

Hop-Pickers’  Quarters 

35 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

22 

_ 

-- 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

36 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

Schools 

5 

_ 

_ 

. 

Water  Supplies 

92 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Infectious  Disease 

10 

— 

— 

_ 

Nuisances 

26 

5 

— 

3 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER 

THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Number  of 
written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

1. — Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 


3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 


Local  Authorities  ... 

20 

28 

7  — Factories  not  included  in  1 ,  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

12 

22 

3  - — Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

TOTAL  ... 

32 

50 

— 

— 

5 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found  cases  in 

Particulars  Referred  which 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  were 

instituted 


"Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

•neffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to  out- 

or  lc|  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

Nil 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Number  of  Council  Houses  built  in  1949  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Privately  owned  Houses  built  in  1949  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction  (permanent)  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  (permanent)  ...  2 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY.  Approximately  1,100  houses  require  to  be 
surveyed.  i  he  total  so  far  surveyed  and  classified  is  420. 

The  following  are  the  categories  in  which  the  houses  were  placed:  — 
Category  I  2  3  4  3 

129  129  29  34  99 

Category  I  —  Satisfactory. 

2  —  Minor  Defects. 

3  —  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4  —  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  Housing  (Rural 

Workers)  Act. 

5  —  Requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 

Numhpj  xd—  Orders  mad«  -duxing  the  -year 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  the  year 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  (Section  12)  during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  the  owner  gave  an  undertaking  not  to 
re-let  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  Houses  made  fit  by  owners  as  an  alternative  to  demolition  ... 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 

human  habitation 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  NOTICES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  Number  of  notices  served 

2.  Number  of  notices  complied  with 

6 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


275 

520 

158 

Nil 

Nil 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

I.  MILK  SUPPLY 


Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  181 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  under  Special  Designation  Order  53 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  biological  tests  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  13 

2.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

3.  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  foods  were  inspected,  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
were  surrendered  by  the  owners  to  be  destroyed : 

Food  Quantity  Condition 

Beef  ...  81  lbs.  ...  Bone  Taint 

Mutton  ...  47£  lbs.  ...  Decomposition 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  3  tins  ...  Blown 

Cheesy  ...  12  lbs.  ...  Decomposition 

HOP-PICKETS’  QUARTERS 

Number  of  Farms  having  accommodation  for  pickers 
Number  of  visits  during  the  year 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 

Inspections  are  carried  out  before,  during  and  after  occupation. 


7 

35 
Nil 
Nil 

No  defects 

were  noted  during  the  season  but  the  same  tendency  of  the  pickers  to  neglect 
provision  of  refuse  bins  existed  this  year  as  in  previous  years. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  among  the  pickers  during  the  season. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Fifty-two  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  compared  with  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  last  year.  These  cases  occurred  mainly  during  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  and  showed  no  disposition  to  affect  any  particular  age  group,  and  no 
deaths  resulted  from  the  infection. 

Only  three  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified,  and  three  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  two  of  which  occurred  in  the  same  household.  One  case  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  occurred  on  a  farm  where  hop-pickers  were  in  residence  but  as  there 
was  no  contact  with  the  pickers  themselves,  no  exceptional  precautions  were 
necessary. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 


Measles 
Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  neonatorium 


Age  of  Patient 


i — 0 

J. 

i 

3—4 

in 

1 

vO 

1 

6—7 

o 

7 

10—15 

15—20 

8 

2 

Csl 

30  —40 

Over  40 

Unknown 

Total 

3 

8 

8 

3 

5 

4 

4 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

52 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

i 

1 

1 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  figures  are  presented  through  information  supplied  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1949  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1933): 


Total  Estimated  mid-year 
under  child  population  1949 


Age  at  Under  1 
31.12.49 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

i.e.  Born  1949 
in  year 

48 

47 

46 

45 

40- 

44 

35- 

39 

5 

71 

81 

76 

54 

347 

317 

951 

627 

920 

1547 

These  figures  indicate  that  45.8  %  of  the  child  population  under  five  years 
of  age  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  30.8%  at  the 
end  of  1948.  72.2%  of  the  child  population  of  3-14  years  has  been  immunised 

against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  64.5%  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year;  while 
61.5%  of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  protected  against  diphtheria 
by  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1949,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of  twenty- 
seven  males  and  thirty  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  fifteen  new  cases  were  notified,  ten  on  account  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis,  and  five  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  parts 
of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs. 

During  the  same  period,  four  deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  the  disease 
occurred,  two  recovered,  three  left  the  district  and  two  were  transferred  from 
the  Non-Pulmonary  to  the  Pulmonary  Registrations. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ...  ...  3 

Influenza 

Cancer  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  8 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries  ...  19 

Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  conditions  at  birth  ...  — 

Violence  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

All  other  causes 


1 

5 

9 

9 

4 

1 
1 
3 

2 


4 

1 

14 

17 

28 

7 

2 

1 

6 

5 
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